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they are imperfect, and their amendment
would be a most proper subject for legisla-
tive wisdom. Under the government and pro-
tection of the general laws of the land these
institutions have always been found safe, as
well as useful. They go on, with the progress
of society, accommodating themselves easily,
without sudden change or violence, to the
alternations which take place in its condition,
and in the knowledge, the habits and pur-
suits of men. The English colleges were
founded in Catholic ages. Their religion was
reformed with the general reformation of the
nation; and they are suited perfectly well
to the purpose of educating the Protestant
youth of modern times. Dartmouth College
was established under a charter granted by
the Provincial Government; but a better con-
stitution for a college, or one more adapted
to the condition of things under the present
government, in all material respects, could
not now be framed. Nothing in it was found
to need alteration at the Revolution. The wise
men of that day saw in it one of the best hopes
of future times, and commended it as it was,
with parental care, to the protection and
guardianship of the government of the State.
A charter of more liberal sentiments, of wiser
provisions drawn with more care, or in a bet-
ter spirit, could not be expected at any time
or from any source. The college needed no
change in its organization or government.